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Ten yeoars agoe, court cases were being han
by the Distr bt Cour the Municipal Court
the City of Ro ter and the Justice of ifhe
Paace in BUTTO aaqlag townships,

and the Justice of

Deace C phased out &?tﬁr
Court At was passed by the 7Lnne
ture in 1971. The County Cour Ac
ad casoclidate - court
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County Court also ﬂcqujred rent or =
Jurisdiction with District Court for ceria
cases nraviously handled orly by District
Court.

in Olmsted Couniy, =mny case reguiring

on is handled by either the County

the District Court. The type of case

.
d bj eacn court dcpCﬂOb upon tha,
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As 7 matter of practice
$5,000 and cases involiving
pevt; misdemeanors are always b
Court even though concurrent
axists, If no such speci
establiish in an ares of
tion, an attorney has the

mlgdeneanors or
neard in County
ur1sd1btlag
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case in either County Court or D~5Tr¢ct Cou
Bankruptcey hearings, s Function of the

Tederal court sysiem, are sometimes held in the

Olmgted County Courthouse, but thess hoarings

conducted by referees, not judges

ars

County Courts exi 85 of Minnesota's 87
counties; although, few instances, two or
more counties may be combined into a single
County Court district. In Olmsted County, the
County Court is divided inioc three separvate
areas--Lthe family division, the Dro&ate divi-
sion, avnd a combined civil and cr divi-
sion,
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the kind !f bdse, judges and =z

typed schedules, plus some gei confirmaiion by
phone,” gsaid McCally., “TAdditional notices are
sent to attorneys if there are schedule changes.?

are provided for every

: "Deputy clerks v
court to order, sw
maintain a record

(=
of court proc
call each ses
witnesses and juries,

transpires during a trial, and perform par
work follow-up at the tf(al’s conclusion,” sazd

McCaliy.

courts is responsiple for the
filesg aud exhibits. T
on the third Tlour of

ri

“"Hegisters of Action are azlso maintained
21l District and County Court cases,? Mela
said. "It is required that action be

corded for all court cases they progress
through the legal system.?

The Clerk of Courts also serve s jury
commissioner for both the Disxrict Court and
County Court. The jury commissioner zelects
names randomly by computer from vot
in Olmsted County.

the

"At the beginning of each year, jury
guestionnaires are sent out te 333 of
selected names,” said MeCally. “After each

detar—

questionnaire has been reviewed for a
mination of the individual's ability io serve,
the names are placed in a jury drum.”

If the District Court is going to hear a jury
trial, a panel of 45 jurovrs is randomly selected
from the drum. A panel of 30 to 40 jurors is
selected when a jury trial is to take place i

County Court. "The jurors are summonded to s
3

cver the next three-month period, although they
ususlly serve no more than ten davs durlag that
time," McCally said.

A proeess of random selection is once again
used to detsrmine which members of 2 panel
wili actually serve as the petit jury Tor
A petit Jjury hesrs the evidence, determines
facts, and renders a verdict. “There arc usuzlly
six jurors for civil cases,” said MeCally,
"Criminal cases usually have twslve jurors

Guilty pleas on criminal charges and
out-oi~-court beLtimeQtS in civii cases occur
more freguently than jury $rials. “Cases are
alsc often tried by judges alone,” Mcelally said.

In Olmsted County, a graand jury is usually
reguired only cnce or twice & year. "4 grand
Jury consigis of 43 4 tho are on call
for 2 pericd of sald McCally., 7
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marriags 1i
and driver lic
by the clerk of ¢
determined by the Minp
gaid Melally.

"One liftle known but financially significant
responrsipility of the clerk of courts is to
maint: the records and ledsers e

i for irust funds o mlnofs aid
ﬁeCall] ”aﬁa, in some cases, io
trustee for court-appointed trust hich

currently amount o closs to ong

3, Minnesot igded
sipilitics
A recent exampls is
clerks of courits wer
to perform marriages
these civil marriage
MeCally, "but I can

The responsibilities of the
vary Irom county to county in
cave not been s2t by statute.
Clmsted Couniy clerk of courts
spending a lot of time working i
developed for automated criminal Just
trial court informstion sysiems.

ke

ffective Januvary 1, 1979, Oimaied County
eived a grant to develop a Subiject in P?“c 53

Ie
in sysStem.

information

"As much of the information regarding criminal
sxuge@ts Tlows into the courts, is generated
arough the courts, and flows out of the courts,”
McCally =saig, "ix h¢ve been hegvily involved wit
the Criminal Justice Information System team in
helping to develop a more efficient automated
system, ™

the Olmsthd COuE Ty
regptly dnvolved,

"Thig proj ezls with the procsessing of
information civil and criminal cases in the
courts of 01 ed County,"” said McCally. “The
Trial Court rmation Svsiem will provide
ﬁznsgﬂmert 1 rmaticn Lo the clevk of courts,
the Olmsted Coi ty judges, and the State
Suprems court administrator's office.”

Pihe automaticon of both the Criminasl Jusi

3 on System and the Tr Court Information
Tem will help provide the ciency that is
essary forw 0 as
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